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FARMER AND ROCIALISM.

I regret that none of the more
intelligent capitalist editors will dis-
cuss Boclalism with the Kicker.
The Jackson Cash-Book undertook
it and gracefully sidestepped.
Since then none haa ventured. If
any reference ix made at all to So-
cialism by these papers it is in a
ridienlous or non-sensical way.
No attempt i« made at intelligent
disenssion,

The least developed phase of the
socinl qnestion is the man on the
land. Up to this time prominence
har been given to the factory and
mine workers. By most Socinlist
writers the farmer has been regarded
as part capitalist and part worker,
und that the “'system’’ had no suf-
ficiently enslaved him to force his
eves open to the cause of his trou-
bles, :

You hear a great deal about the
""independent farmet.”’
ticle I am not going %o spenk of the
tenant farmer nor the former with
a mortgage. [ shall deal with the

to hold so long? But for those who
believe thix to be a solutions of the
problem I find a very severe jolt in
the Agricultnral year book of 1898,
Major J, W. Powell, formerly di-
rector of the U. 8. Geological sur-
vey, sayes that ''150,000 square
miles, or 96,000,000 acres, could be
economically reclaimed by irviga-
tion within the present generation.’’

Iu 1900 the wheat ncreage of the
United States was 42,405,180 acres,
On the irrigated lands of the west
wheat vields 35 hushels to the acre,
while the average on other land is
12 bushel peracre.  Henve we have
in the west 96,000,000 aeres, nee
cording to government reports, that
van be reclaimed within the present
generation, sud this land will pro-
duce 15 bushels of whest per acre
ut a cost of less than three cents
per burhel., This ix wheat enough
' to supply the world, and [ fear my

In this ar- | friend wonld get tived *‘holding”’

his.
That the Agricultural Trust is
forming there is no doubt. And

“idenl farmer'’' —the man who owns

when it gets strong enough to show

the land he himeelf works. Th',!ih.ﬂﬂi_lh. the “independent farmer”’
tenant tarmer is in the same clpss will d‘“p""ar j“’t- as did the shoe-
with the wage slave—down and mnker, the spinning wheel and the
out—and the mortgaged farmer is | frail, unless the present system of

but little better off.

The “‘independent’’ tarmer ix the
most dependent of all producers
who at all may lay claim to being
exempt from the skin-game opera-
tions of the present system. It is
conceded that, for the farmer,
“hired help’’ is not profitable.
flow aften is it the case that the
farmer with 80 or 100 acres retires
when ‘‘the children marry off’? be-
cause he has lost the help of the
children and the business will not
justify hired help? Or, bow many
move totown to ‘‘educate the child-
ren'’ because it is more profitable
to rent the farm than hire the help
when the children are to exchange
the plow or hoe for books?

What do these conditions meun?
If it is not profitable to hire a man
at, say, $20 per month and board
on the farm, is this not proof posi-
tive that the farmer himeelf is not
earning more than that?! Or, if he
is earuing more, is it not evident
that he works harder than & hand
would work? And do not the wife
and children also work?

I haven't space to go into this
question fully, but I want to set
you to thinking. [f you have the
land, and there is no profit in hir-
ing help, then how can there be
any more in it for yvou than the
wages of a hired man?! Of course
you "‘own your job,'" and to hold
that job you and your family must
work at times, and under condi-
tions, that the hired man might ob-
ject to. A little fever might keep
the hired man out of the fleld at
harvest time—but not you,

If I have stated the foregoing cor-
rectly, then the only difference be-
tween the wage-slave and the ‘‘in-
dependent farmer'’ is that the latter
owns his job. That, of course, is
worth having—and there seems to
be no good reason why the capital-
ists should want him to give it up.
They get his surplus in freight,
elevator charges, commissions, ete.,
in marketing his products, and on
what he buys they fix the price he
must pay. Like the wage slave, he
has » fair living so long as he works
and has no bad luck.

The question is frequently asked,
““What would be the condition of
the farmer under Socialism?" As
to details, no one, so fara: [ know,
can answer such a question. In
general, it will be co-operation,
The details will be arranged by the
farmers themselves when the time
comes. And the time will not come
nntil they are convinced that the
present system is ruinous and vote
for a change. When that time
comes farmers and laborers will be
the law makers—and not lawyers
and politicians of the privileged, ex-
ploiting olass.

And the change is sure to come.
There is no heading it of. Wage
slayery is as surely doomed as was
<hattel slavery. And while the
“‘independent farmer’’ has gener-
ally aligned himeelf with the capi-
talist class, he is beginning to see
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capitalist co-operation  is  over-
thrown for socvial co-operation,

TAFT'S MILITARY POLICY.

Ky Robert Hooter in Chlenso Socknlise,

The Secretary of War, and ean-
didate for the Republican nomina-
tion for the presidency, declares we
shall have war between labor and
capital. He thinks a great army is
needed to protect capital from the
wrath of the toilers.

The other day he got through an
appropriation for a hundred mil-
lions to build up n great profes-
sional army,

Thingslook badto hira. Millions
are in poverty; the unemployed are
restless; the unions are on the point
of a great political revolt. Work-
ing men may grow more desperate;
they may even be driven to insur-
rection,

Evidently it appears to the sec.
retary of war that THEIR govern-
ment must be prepared with men
and guns to shoot them down.

This i#» a cheerful prospect. It
illustrates more clearly than all the
books and pamphlets in the uni-
verse how near we are to despotism.

It illustrates with what contempt
a candidate for the presidency looks
apon the people. On the eve of an
election, when he will need the
votes of millions of working men,
he dares to put forward a military
policy for the purpose of bolding
the people down by force.

In Germany a hundred million is
spent each year to provide pensions
for the aged, the sick, the crippled
and maimed. Here not a cent is
voted, eilher to provide work for
the unemployed millious or to pro-
vide pensions for our industrial
outcasts.

The people’s money is not to be
used for the people but against the
people.

The wealth produced by the toil-
ers is to be spent upon an army to
protect the capitalista.

But the secretary is wrong. We
are not going to have civil war or
insurrection. The people are suf-
fering, but they have not entirely
lost their senses,

Even at the next election they
may answer these monstrous acts,
not by stones and clubs against
guns and cannon, but by the bal-
lots of the many against the bal-
lots of the few.

AN EXPERT.

Will the Democratic party bave
to play the Jonah act to the Prohibi-
tion whale to be saved! We think
not.—Caruthersville Democrat.

The Democratic party has a good
stomach and is an expert at ‘‘swal.
towing'' things. In 1896 it swal-
lowed the Populist platform, in
1004 it awallowed the Republican
platform and this year it need not
hesitate at attempting to swallow
large sections of the Prohibition
and Soocialist platforms, or anything

principles of Jefferson,’’ as dished

up today, seem to be very flexible

and can mnmods:o themselves
ng.

Storms did considérable damage
in adjoining counties last week.
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Cartoon by Courtesy of Chiage Daily Socialist

Selecting an ‘‘Intelligent Juror.”
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A FARMER'S VIEW.
The farmers of the cotton bhelt
and the tobacco belt are learning a
lesson. Io both localities they are
up against the trust. When they
have finished with the octopus they
may decide as many labor unions
are doing—that the only way to
fight the trusts is to get control of
the government and wipe out the
system that breeds and protects
trusts. An Arkansas farmer writes
to the National Co-Operator:

*I thought I would write you a
few lines on unionism. [ belong to
Ben Lomond union. Our union is
on the drag, but we hope torally it
again. Now, as to our success, [
consider we made a failure last year
in one way, but a succesz in an-
other. We tailed to get our price

and that we have got to go it alone.
Now, as to the way to do that is
the great question.”

So this farmer learned at least
one thing. He learned that "‘we
have no friends in this fight."”
That is an important lesson and is
worth all it cost. When the farm-
ers learn that, to get justice, they
themselves must strike the blow
that unfetteps them, then they will
be in a position to act intelligently.
The same farmer continues:

"'The first step to take is to get

out of debt. As long as we are in
debt we are slaves, ¢ may figure
and plan all we please, but the octo-
pus eits back and laughs at our
folly. How are we to get ont of!
debt? By economizing and living!
hard. of course. There iz noother
way."'
So this farmer has learned an-
other lesson. He realized that a
farmer in debt is a slave! It is
worth something to have learped
that. Moast farmery, with every pig
mortgaged as well as the growing
erop, will boast of the glories of
living in a '‘free country’' and
walk ten miles to vote to continue
the system that enslaves him.

No doubt my Arkansas farmer
will do that thing this fall. The
fact that he proposes to win the
battle by ‘‘living hard'’ proves that
he has not yet located the breast-
works of the ememy. But he's
learning.

If you want to get rid of rats buy
o ten cent can of concentrated lye
and sprinkle it liberally in every
rat or mouse run possible. Do this
about twice a year. Rats, as is
well known, frequent moist places
beneath floors, and their feet are
always moist, As soon as they
step on the lye it canses their feet
to burn; then they lick their feet,
and there is more burn; if they
smell of it, there is more burn, and
they immediately emigrate. This
bas been fonnd far more effective
than traps, dogs, eats, or poison,
and it does as well for mice as rats.

[

for cottom, but we have learned that | ®40
we have got no friends in this fight | venience, but for prott

TALKING IT OVER.

The Kicker article on the blue
laws'' inaugurated by our ""reform"’
statesmen(?) has been pretty gen-
erally digseussed throughout the
county, and many who had not con-
sidered the matter in the light as
put before them by the Kicker were
set to thicking. They, too, believe
it is wrong for a steamboat or rail-
road to do business on Sunday if
it is wrong for & merchant to sell
ice cream, soda or cigars.

Some apologiats for the present
crazy-quilt syetem seek to detend it
by arguing that the traffic of the
steamers and railroads is necessary
=—that we peed mail and that
people want to travel. To these it
is only necessary to say that the
Sunday traflic is not tor public con-
It there
was no money ia it there would not
be a train or a steamer turn 8 wheel
oo Sundays-—nor any other day.

The Kicker is not annoyed by the
trains and boats. [ am oot askiog
that they saspend traflic on Sun-
days. But [ do object to a lop-
gided "'lid.”” If the law only ap-
plies to peanut venders and does
not reach those higher up. then it
is a bad law.

In the yards, roundhouses and
oftices of the various railroads of
the county will be tound, on any
Sunday, an army of men at work.
These men are oot working becanse
they want to, but becauss they
must. [s not that way of “'break-
ing the Sabbath'' quite as demoral-
izing as handing out a cigar!

Saturday evening Mrs. Hafner
asked me to get her some oranges.
[ went down town—and forgot
them. She wanted them for Sun-
day dinper. The next morning [
conld not get them. But [ could
patronize the railroad, the express,
the telegraph or the telephone.
And in all these persons were em-
ployed doing Sunday work. Why
must individuals toe the mark
while corporations are permitted to
do otherwise? [s it because ecor-
porations have no souls and there-
fore cannot sin?

S ——————

By referendum vote the Socialist
party of Missouri nominated the
following candidates to appear on
the ballot at the primary, August
4: Governor, W. H. Garver, Chil-
licothe; Lieut-Gov., U. F. Sargent,
Springfleld; Secretary of State, F.
Barker, Poplar Bluoff; Auditor,
Frank Forster, Hannibal; Treas-
urer, C. E. Etherton, Kansas City;
Attorney-General, J. F, Williams,
West Plains; Railroad Commis-
sioner, U, 8. Barnesley, Monett;
Supreme Court, L. G. Pope, BSt.
Louis; Court of Appeals, Otto
Vierling, St. Louis.

A —————
The Charleston Republican ob-
jects to the Kicker's statement that
the Republicans of Missour had al-

als while mingling with Blithilut

A HUGE JOEE. ;

The joke of the season 1s the al-|
leged effort of the newspapers to|
have the preseat congress place
wood pulp on the free list. Wood |
palp is used in the manafacture of |
paper and the ""molders of publie
opinion’" ars getting squeezed by |
the paper trust. They think that!
to remove the tariff wiil invite com-

leged Democrats are standing shoul-
der to shoulder in this ight against
the trust,

A=z a result an organization was
formed and a biil introduced 12 con
gress to remove the tariff on wood |
pulp. At intervals the Pablishees’ |
Association, with headquarters in
New York, sends out special letters |
to all publishers urging them to|

“telegraph your congressmau and |
senators to support the bill and tol-
low this up with personal letters."’|
[ sometimes suspect that the tele-|
graph trust is behind this scheme
to get the suckers to part with their
coin.

Atany rate the Kicker has wasted |
neither postage or money in urging|
the impossible. [ have made up
my mind to stand the bold-up uatil
the people got wise enough to send
people to congress who are in sym-
pathy with them, and who will
work to abolish the svstem that|
breeds trusts. The capitalist sys. |
tem breeds trusts just as a nasty|
hen-house breeds lice. [n sither
case the remedy is to remove the!
cdnse,

Although a petition contaiuiug
1,600 names was presented to the
New Madrid county court asking
that the question of local option be
submitted to the voters, the pro-
position was turned down. There
seemed to be but ome way to do!
it. since the petition was far above
the legal requirement. The court
was enjoined from graating the
election and seemed glad to obey|
the injunction. New Madrid iz as
ring-ridden as any county in the|
state. It is the home of our ecir-|
cuit judge, and whether Judge Ri-
ley intended it or not, ke certainly
gave the “‘reform'' movement in
Scott county a severe sot-back with
the insuguration of his ""blue laws."’
The object seems to be to give the
people an object lesson in ‘reform’

before ndogtin‘ it.

That the law against cruelty to
animals is almost a dead letter here-
aboutsisapity. However, in some
sections it is rigidly enforced and
there seerus to be an awakening in
some sections of Cape Girardeau
county. Stearly Stroder of near
Burfordsville was arrested one day
last week by Constable Bart Pointas,
charged with mistreating a horse,
and the next day Linus Stroder was
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petition and bring down prices. | Joods that are o

Alleged Republicans as well as al- |

{the Lanana eegions of Sonth Ames- |

{the consumer.
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AT IT AGAIN.

The Detnocrntic and Republican
parties are again bringiug out their
harmless stuffed clubs to make peo-
ple believe they are really engaged
in n #erap. The club that seemns
to be the hest padded and has doue
servies for Hfty years is labelled
“tariff Y The covering is sorter
peeled off around the edges and the
people are beginning to see the
stuffing. but both purties will try |
toominke us Delieve one vision s |
fanlty Says the Glohe Denoorat ;|
Again the Demovratic canipaign |
ery is padssd thint the protectiyve
tarift 1= the mother of  the

trists, |

ntinent

cepted this view, that the
dnties now [Ilﬂll liave  sogroely
appreciable weight 1 the
Trist= nre gs imerois gl P
ful i treee trade countries s others,
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ani in Profechivie SOt beiss sige of

the biggest trsts deal i the arti- ! Iy
{eles that are gdmitted Free

It is;
s in the United Stares with ;n-:lr-'.‘ :
e, whieh 1 onthe rpes et At

tention has Just teen culled o)
Zrosstoth« hanuupa truse Foanunas
are on the free [1st, bt nap-

1=
On

whie T

ulistie gripoon frmf, an artiele in
genera!l  demand  theoughont  the
couttry. s absolute  Wher

stok of lanatas 10 the Unated
| Wtates | lnrge, the trous® Las o Laiat
e destraying what (0 considers the
surplus, aud van thus Kev t
Price

Whitle the telot tiat- |
ters the claims of r- |
ers, and tells ths 1h s
that trusts =xist in tree trade coun |
tries as well a2 0 tam® orotected
couttries, Vel that papsr caretylly |
pneglects i sumgest any remedv tor
ythe trnust =yl i‘ﬂ*‘.!.;.'z ittt 0f the
news trust it could ner be '"""Wh'"’|
tir e <o
But whar must be thoughs of a

syatemn that icds progit i destroy- |
ingwhat s considered the surplus,’" |
when thers are millions of mea,. wo- |
men abd childeen basngeyt  Bana- |

n8# ar- perishable apd are destroved |
rather than put oo the marker ut|
axtablishod
periziabls
beld until the prics 15 foreed from
the consumers

While at Hot Spricgs a faw vears
ago [ mer & business man

Terle
price

ars |
1

lower coast of Florida  He told e |
{that trom the ships armwing tro

|
. - . % |
i0a the finest buncke: of bananas|
could be bought tor A3 cents andl
qan ordinary bunck for 20 cents. [t

this fruit can be soid at a progs at!®

such & priee in Flomda, whkar do
you suppose the producer gers®
But we ar- not conceraed abou
the producer, we ame considering
The=sa bazaaas that |
cau he bought in Florida for 25/
cents & bunch are sold here iz Bep- |

ton st 25 cents a dosen-—or abou:
#4 per bunch——and the merchants
gay thers is vary litils prost to them |
at that ¢ is oot unusual to hear|
of train loads of bacanns l‘-aaazi
dumped into 3 rives, or otberwise
destroyed. to preventa ‘glubin "r..al
market "’

No, the taruf bas votlking o
with this==for there is zone

dn,;
Nor

‘is the tariff " the mother of trusts.”" |

Capitalisin 1= the old she devil that!
teeds and fattens them all  While
the tariff is a sort of “wer purse,”

. vet the trust can aad does Soarish
, without it

The differagos
4 protected trust and az auprotected
oue 8 that the former needs onls m[
skiu us alooe, wkile the latter mast |
Lie international and skin others be- |
sides us |

Destroy the system that makes it

hetwean

possibile tor the scheming few tol

rob the beguiled many und the trust |
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Two weaks ago all subscribers
whose time expired in this month
were notificd. Many have renewed
and some have not. They who do
not renew hefore the close of the
month will bs dropped from the
I have no delinquent subserib-
ers on my list and will carry none.
I cannot afford to. [ must treat all
alike. Not far from here lives a re-
liable (German farmer who objects
to paying in advance. The other
day he came in, said he wanted the
paper, but wounld not pay until the
end of the year—that he did not
propose to pay for a thing until he
got it. He said he did not get paid
for his crop until he delivered it.
“‘But,”’ said I, ‘‘suppose you had a
thousand bushels of wheat, and no
person had use for more than ome
bushel, and you had to sell on or-
ders and deliver through the mail,
with no assuranoce that the money
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ATTENTION. PLEASE l

troubles known. ‘'Three years
ago,’’ he said *'I paid up the Ree.
ord and ordered it stopped. I
changed my postofice from New
Huamburg to Chaffee. For a loag
time [ did not get the paper, but
last March it begun coming to Chaf-
fee. Now I bave a “‘dun’’ from &
Chicago collecting agency demand-
ing #2100, Do I have it to pay?"

I told him he did not, These
eollecting agencies get halt of what
they can scare ant of the people,
It vou pay oo attention te their
Tduns" they will soon tire of wast-
LEE Jerest e

Winieh plan de you  prefer—the
papet Pt stops whien the time yon
Bave patd for expires, or the nevey-
STy Ay thit work ll:!‘l‘ilqil l.hl.‘
disreputabie collecting ageuey?

I* vouir subsoy hion Las w'l]*il'(‘l.l
aud vou o o wantt o tuiss an ii‘*
vrend 1w paper dollar
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THE SOUTHEAST.

Dunklin Demecrat — Ay

Al convenfion of the

infor-
Socialisg
county . assembled
1t Kennett, at .10,
Loand wias organized
Vv the sleti t WA Warren,
o Unrdwsl] U TR T -"l\lu'!.j"'l'llill'l,
atel BOF Young, of Sensth, tem-
pory seerstury . The toilowing wore
nntil
iy Medtiuire, of Sa-
J Tarner, of Freo-
i*. A Fitzgerald, of
o townshig The organian-
Lon was mads permauent by sleet-

parts of Dunklie

Al the ity hy

siveted g ovtiTEAl  committes
thie esfusiot ot s
oo townsho, I

townshap

etnimnan and K F Laddell, of Se-
nath, seiretary W. H Warran
Wis smploysd a- county arganizer,

snd put io the geld

¥ipian

to round up the

Fredesicktows News —ue of
the hardest rains that has visited
this seetion for vears tell last Mon
day wight [t will taks husdreds
of dollars 1o put the streets of the
ity n guod coodinion agaa as the
rain wasbed Lig holes in wmany of
them, all of the gutfers in the city
are filed up s that vou cannot tell
whers the gutters formerly were, af

[ 11 o'clovk Morday cighit people liv
irom the 1 g aloog Salins oresk were topsad

teave their homes on acoouant of

m [the water; relisf purties witk lan-

terus were up and dowre foa oreak
neqrly gight sendermng aasisl
anee o thtise ’-"“'El?‘.f i
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Sieston Eunterprise =lohn
livieg oge mile gorth of Mo-
Mullin becamas saraged at i wife
g tatied o

; p
Otard

Ior some cause whick we

¢ oearn and took and teon poker and

hear her vers cpuelly on last Thars
day svening and on Saroeday be
told nis wite he was goiag to work
and departed, bDut he Las aoever
showed up agy more.  Mrs. Jones
gun ont a state warrant for bim and
It be 15 caught Be will probably get
woat wifs beaters deserve as we
learn that this is not the frst timo
be bas beat her

Rolla Shaspshooter —Col, L. 8.
Edwards, who came bers to lecture
on Socialism and How wvou lost
the market'' bus fouosd the courd
house locked against bim and was
turped away from the School of
Miges with the statement, that aoth
ing bordering on politics would be
allowsd, met with ar immense audi
ence down at Benton 1o Scobt
oupty. It seemas that Folk made
a political speeck at the School of
Mines the next week, however,
But work ke that 18 what turns
Demorrats (oo Socinlists and starts
Republicans to thinking

Charleston  Enterprise: —From
some sections of this county comes

|and tariff questions will disappear. | the report that wheat is failing very
!

fast and vhat if the rainy weather
continues the damage will be much
greater than at first anticipated. [n
other gections where the land is
higher and the water passes away
and is not allowed te remain on the
growing wheat, it is said this veresl
never looked better.

Malden Merit: —Who's going to
vote you this year, Mr. Farmer?
Will it be some tin-horn politician
from town, or will it be some
wounld-be political leader of your
own community?! We wouldadvise
that you give all the ‘'horse laugh’’
and vote according to your own
judgment.

e————
AN EXCEPTION.

Binks—"''Very few women have
:.n:"knowhdn of parlismentary

Jinks—"''You should hear
wife. BShe has been speaker of :0,
bouse for the last twelve years.”’
ey

—Neow York Press.




